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UPDATE ON THE ASSESSMENT OF THE PRIORITY EXISTING
CHEMICAL TRICLOSAN

The National Industrial Chemicals Notification and Assessment Scheme (NICNAS) has
commissioned the National Centre for Environmental Toxicology, at the University of
Queensland, to undertake a project to determine triclosan in national breast milk samples.
This data will supplement a study from Sweden that reported triclosan in three out of five
randomly selected human breast milk samples in Stockholm.

The National Centre for Environmental Toxicology collected breast milk samples from
volunteers between March 2002 and September 2003 as part of the National Dioxins
Programme Breast Milk Study (NDPBMS). The levels in these samples will be compared
with “historical” samples collected in 1993.

This project will determine triclosan levels in recent and ‘historical’ human breast milk
samples and will not only show ranges/means of triclosan levels in samples in selected

regions across Australia, but also indicate whether levels of this chemical have changed
over the ten year time period between sample collections.

The data from this research will contribute to the overall PEC evaluation of the
toxicokinetic profile of triclosan by providing key data to evaluate the potential for
triclosan to bioaccumulate in humans, and, thus, assist NICNAS in assessing any
potential occupational and public health risks for this chemical.

The triclosan declaration notice can be accessed at
http://www.nicnas.gov.au/Publications/Chemical Gazette/pdf/2003may_whole.pdf#page=43.

It is anticipated that the draft PEC report on triclosan will be released for public comment
later this year.

For further information on the triclosan assessment please contact
Paul Harvey at (02) 8577 8892 or email paul.harvey@nicnas.gov.au.

For NICNAS media inquiries please contact Nick Miller on (02) 8577 8810 or email
nick.miller@nicnas.gov.au.
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