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Pr~mising Safer Chemica1Use: T~wardSobe..*'terregulatiOnof' c..1}emicats.mJ\Ustmlia
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'roXiC~ m U~, but:iliat hai n(}tbeen the ~~. w~ DCWsee mor~~bcing'~f
.poisonect~)';.these,b!ghIy'toxic,poi~~ whi;chihe;grem~...tecbno!t!gy was ~oTemoVe:lis' I arn,:V"UJ
mu1tip!e:ch~y'se;nsiti¥e, to'mai1yptth~etoxin,$wm.chone.cannQtavoid.,I,am.Du~ed that my
young gr.anck.hi1dren.ate:being.aff.e.ciedWO;,1J:!.egOve.tnmem.owes.adutyofC8ieto the,~
~~"'1tbe&des a l'nMal~' ethicalr~~ t~prote#t.\e-pt.~ ftomexpo3tlret~~ardom
then1ica1s'that ~:cau$e"diseases cind'CiisiUmity.Tire main priority'for cl1emica1re~ muStbe the

. prot~tion ofhumanbealtbandsafetYWithnorl$k tothe environment.Humanhealthanden'(itdotl1ent
n1USt!ID 16!1gettake.second plaCe. ID mwStiy profif..s-.

r am.p1easedtJ1MNICNAS is en~gingtnecollllUuW(YQn tms iInportant issueofDefterregutRfion or'
cnermca1s. It iSunaeceptfib1e that some. 75% of an mdustrla1 cliemica1stTac1edg1oDiiIlystiIl1ackadequate
.w-..alth.sa.f-ety.and.etwirotunent:al,:infO:r.mRtion.in.t~ 2:1st.cenD..lfy.Many. iridiv.idJials.are StJ.tf.enngfi'.om
~pact&-ofClieli~' e"xposmes;The-fullimpact Ofclwmi...c1~ury00 rn beaf..his ~'i1 as
-studiesarendt doneto -a:scerta:inihis;
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that ~sly~e8 them. ft.om1realth 'and.wclfMe-serVfCeS.The'issue 'Uf~,<md
environmentaliinpacts of cfienncafs ISessennany a prmIiciieaftfi 'issue ancf as nO data fias5een gathered'
in an effort to estimate the chemicals involved,.. the diseases they cause,. the number:sinjured,. and the
.~Qda!.c~ st' .aT .c:h~ ;;""',

I S, .th; s .1",e,lip,'I .;,;!.t;""'e.hl J.am
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Chc;,;.~calS:OOsitivity(MCS) Cltttently unde.way by the- Office- of ClremicafSafety and ihe.e is some-
cross-over 'between the two reviews.

i NJCNAR needs- to. I'eGegIUse- that dWIDkal expoS'..u:e.a!!d. <my teS'.lltarit ~hetni~al seP..sit-'.satici1.is-ROt

"IIDm~ 't<;the~tiomil.ooVfr<mment. "TOO<;~J\.~tJS '£it~ take.~:at 'hurae, ~'SChOOl, the.

i outdootJmwonment, recreatIonal pursuitsancf ffompersoitaf c.:areprodUcts, tOod andpfiannac.eutfCafs.
For the majority of those people,. solvents,. pesticides,. ftagranees,. Sulphur dioxide in food.and medicine
.-.., ..an
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'inWthe oomeem 00 full afh<tImfu:1 clremieaIs',' ' ,

While the basic International HumanRicl1t to Health is understood. It has nev~r been legislated and
' ' , ' ,~ , ~.

~refer-e if}net ea.~eeable bYUPN.This,needs: re, be r-eetilie4a&a- pri~ripj and, oom.p1imented:bythe
1>1rat~'i1t :tIreWNkI Ueatth fugittill.'"iitiOO:BHHgkuk'Cfutr'rerfN H~i1lth"PlWiOtioo:.-Spwoo litte!1tiuIi
now needs to be pai{fto chemfcafregulation and'legislation to ensure a high. levefot'" protection iToin
hmri.

I:oenunend ;~OO:N:a.:s~fur~L.1w :.Feview ,and,p.F(~p.ese.ihe.feI.kw;illg1'eOO1P..mendatiens..

As'he81th'isa major detenriinaritof sodoecononllc and politicaldevelopment the Rigbfto Health must
he.enshrined in IegislAtion..a.TJdenforceable by Law..Thi.<;law must be .accompaniedhy.the .adoptionof
the.BangkokCh:iF~ far B:ealth.Pmme.tien-making.health-a:~~, f-e:iponsibility.far all.gavem.'!i.entami.ta.
~e environmentglly;sustainablechemicaiproduct~
Legislation must be enacted to empower NICNAS to ban,phase-out, restrict and acquire information



about chemicalsandproduots from manufacturers. Manufacturers Wboare notforthcomin~:with new
51$ty:data:0f;mm~..ahaut~&Wer5echea!th'an.d.envm~l1m$iBriw.pi1'1£~f-theif'cJ¥mtk4ihi!proiNct~
slrould'beliabllf:fur~y.~tiwortlreiqnudm..~w.ftutIr.t1ilflnafk~ ..
Piiofuycheniic8l.reView 1'0r.cl1eriUcats'Sb.oill.a~eIOr~knowI11luma1l.~ergens.senitisers; neuiotOX1ns
carcinog~-mutageIisandreprQductivesribstances; lipid soluble and found 10 build uP in the
envi.r.enmenf ~-biel<:)gie8.rflillds-:ef:hum3ns; SUvhstiinees-sueh- as- synthetie Il1U5keem'peunes- tl-.atean.
thttmtg~birtuxiiit"atiunJ5M,,~S~,
A tUne uame must be set for revlew.olalrcliertliCals on the marketplace.

'Cbemk,e1s-pclioy_'pfegrn~'must'reproocWJ~'ne17eaCtiv~. :N1C..~..s:mu5fhav~-1:he:~
pOwerto engage in randomtests as part oftheirenfor<:emeni;poiic~wlth resuifsnWl~ puDllc.
Downstrea:tnusers of chemica1smustbei<ientified an registered. NICNAS must be able to track

'&.~~e and.disposa.I..and~ .~jndustry..and.the r.tmUn1ln1ty.fur.effed.jy.e.mgulation..and
~,~...~ - - .. . .

-L~'mepcilliiter1'4YS principle,Tni private ~-has:a responsibmtY-fuoiessen:~tbana..
environmental ~pacts. -~<:t~~s m~t.*eI:~ei1sibili!Yfor th~ch~cal'pr.oducts. Theymust

-,~=:~::~}'~~~~~:~~~j=::=-:=~~tmres;. -
Anstta1iamust be ableiomakeuseofthepoWers O£ihe\\>lu to restrict the marketingor use of
danger:o:us..~stan~:{)f products containing themftom beingJmpoiied into.Australia.We also must

hibit" =..J cli - f.-t1.. '... .1. . ._1- I ;...pro~ PH»:'U -,_on'o .lUe same C.uem1C<ID' ~~."

According:tOme1\CCC prodUcts'ShOuidbesafe.'As ~t chemitais do.not.~ -adequatedata to .'
s1;ipportsafety, the onus ofsafe.!Yshould,becQr.Por~r~pot:1sib~jty:'Tht\ oriusshoul~n~verbe:,Qn
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exp~enCe. '-All'-irigtedientSmusfjje liSted'00 'theIat)e1-in-descendfugorder oftbxIcity. Non.,Engtts1i
speakin~u~eO:p1emust"beableto accessinf6rmati()n about ingredients in terms arid~e they

-unde.rsUi-l'id.-Conm.rnen; must have.acces-s. to full. information,~esp!:C.ialIy:when- t.b~J:e.is-!t.need, to koo,w.

'LegIsiittecfCommimity-R:ighfto'KDow muSt rePlace commerci3i coDfideIitiaiio/Wiiicii auqwS~Cfden
sources .afchemiCaIs. 'Commercial secrets are uIuic~tab!e to cOIlSUIl1eI"s.-e:~pecla,11yt;base .<atrisK.. '.

-:~I:==~;~~~=f:~=;:=='t~e:Z.~
. human health and in some cases kill. " '.

" "::='~~!~1W;o;=~;J~iE~~~~~;~;;;~~:io~~~=~I~,.
chemicals ,have been used. e.g.' name ofcherriicais used in recent pesticide treatment:Det&lsofthe names

-of DroduetslchemiCals must be available to consumers ona need to. know basis-and MCDS readiIv
'. ,-. . ; .',' '. . :. .. -'. ...' ..'. .'. ,'.- -. ',' ..' :. .., ...'. '..', " . ..~

":v~1ab-{""(~ p.."ti':;;A.. "ensithr..irili'Vidual.t i-'i.nt..U.'TOUCoies"suri'..m:;":'-lrets...,,..thr pe hcid.." >l:f...

firStw;cl2~~;~..~je~ lBi~~t~g'et;~:fu-~~-~~;~~'theSe~
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especially for'i1iebUiltenVH-Ofifilefii.This .iihOUldme~ buiidfugproduCts,rUf~? Soi'~fumlshIDgs.
cleaning produ.cts,-~a personal ewe,pro~~. "StrPrig1T$ances can~,~gnfficant1yto _Vo<;1cVels

.~~~~~ri=~~Z::~~~~~t~=~:~~~:::~~4~~~:'
solvt:nis.T'nt:ycan coniain known human allt:rgt:iIs,st:ru>1.lisingagt:nis, caft;inogt:ns,nwrolqxiIJs,
endOcrInedisruptors. Urgent legislation essentialto ensure that tIle strengthoftJie odours/fumes an the
life of the ~ceis reduced. Fragrances ~b,Qu.1dnotbe discen:1ableany.U1Oi~~thanonemeter aWay,
ITomthe weai-erorppmt'of~plication e:g:detergents, :'disinfecttnts,13imdryprodi.u~tsetcamrSiigitld
degriidein a shortspaceof tUne. ~ .

, The:use~of&agran&4iftpeTsOnaJ'caie-prQd~ct.~js.bft;oncerna:thechemistryis,not~eiiqrtd~~::a:n4 .'

such prodticts are usually applied to the skiQ.s~veta1ti.1ies day. Tn~ tePresent a major health threat,,tne
effects of.these on risk groups, in particUlar the foetus,.infarits, children and adolescents needs to' be
ascertained. Children's products must be screened for sensitisers, neurotoxiils, lipopliilic su15stance5,



CMRs,.,PBTs;: ,and chemicals;.,such as<.svi1thetic muskcomoounClsthat' :-:clama2edetoxilkation,
"fu~h~j1iRiTI{jli61~~'~the:wQrxP1ace~ fdcr1k'speci.iu'p~o;~ti'ftek ~siiiei.'i~1i~i;th8t
,d\1eI)'onellt:t:W;:io,bea1fordt:da. higher l~vd of prolt:e1ion,fi-om'Jit:iDiCH1expo:$Urt:S.T'.Ilenewr~ai.ol)'
structure for chemicals,must address the.'iSsites'for pregnant woman. cliildren, thosewrth allergy,
re,spiratoI}"disease and those people Wl1oa,reaIre:a4y",poijlOIiedfh)In, cheIriicals(MCS}. Some data
ui~kJyneeas;t9:begatheredtoesf:iliI;Sh ~Dase1ihecfSriCJi,sp~need'ai;'ir.;r.erence.. "

PubliceduCatiQn about tnehazardsof chemical exposure and the hea1thproblemsthat Can,arise:is
urgently needed. High profile medUieampaignssu,chas <quit' need 1:Q.b~ iilltiafe(t~<:ati~na1 material
shouldbe aimedat encouragingindlvtduaIsto recognise adVersereaCti~nsic:theyoceur andto redUce
t.~eirusage.cfchemicalsIDfavor oflesstQxic:opuoos.,

, ,

Consult~tio~w:jthJel~ant bodies, .professional.organisations,co1DJl1Uiljty.gr~ups;;andthe MC$ sufferers
"i~ r.~iIl~'t~h1rJ)dhkap~ri~i~formati~Y1'~heet.~'an:~C~; 'f$id it In'the, i99Ws'anqJ, h~etri's8.yit
aga.m, ,..w~ 11...~+~-';tm,
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,
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Some effort needs 'to 1>emade:to research the full r~eof diseases that are triggered or caused by
chemical e:X:P9~ure~tmdthe cost of tI1eseto the ,AQ~U:nity in t~of hea1th, allied pare a,ndother
wetf.!ie.'sefV]t.e.$,.Oriltj inih18 i:'.ont~ii:"~ w~lptde.ist~ the:ftJnl:inp~,;:6.f.'~.h~c81dise~~::,~Q1'i1,yj'
indi\.iduil1sv.-illbe '~~~,.already di:m~gCdby chenncaI ~OS'04rc'.and -i'ill ~cC ..;.;illc to 'ghiw
disabilityand ill heaiih.

After 22 ye.ars With this tlit~ltiple chgmk.al sensitiVity, I havefQigotten wM:fitisJike to feelweIL t have
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eat anYthingand go where eVerTwanted to. Tnere is nowhere fur the people with M'CSto go Without'
great risk 1 hope Tor1)1ygrandch11drenthe,f~ulationssuggested onthese and other pages sent by

, Othetpeople willbe law. '

Thank you for the opportimitY to input the review

Yours sinc.e-rety

Corinne Buck1ey
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