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Promising Safer Chemical Use: Towards better regulation of chemicals in Australia

¢ ___Itgomesat;mrgammctomefhatthelackafchemxcalassessments;smwmmthanrﬁ was in

the 20™ century. As a matter of fact it is worse, T thought in the 21* Gentury it was supposed ta be less
‘texic substances in use, but that has not been the case. We now see more people being insidicusly
pommecfbyihmhzghsytmcpmsons which the great new fecimology was [0 remove. As Fam very
multiple. chemically sensitive to. many of these toxins which one cannot avoid. I.am outraged that my
young grandchildren are being affected too The government owes a duty of care to the Australian
mpuhﬁmabaﬁmamﬂaﬁﬁhm&:m&ﬁﬁy%w&ﬂh%mﬁaﬁmmmm
cnmcﬂsthatmmﬂamsesm&umbﬁﬂyﬁempnmiyfwd:mcﬂregrﬁaimnmustbcﬁe
. protection of human health and safety with no rigk to the environment. Human health and envitonment

mist no longer take second place to industry profifs.

I am pieased that NICNAS is engaging the community on this important issue of“betterregmancnor
chemicals. Tt is unacoeptable that some 75% of all industrial chemicals traded g’;oba]ly still lack adequate
health safety and environmental information in the 21% century, Many individuals are suffering from
mpactsgxfﬁemca}mes The full impact of chemical injury on Fuman health is unknown as
studies are not done to ascertain this.

Many individuals have so sensitised by chemicals and live with disabling chemical sensitivitg(MCS).
thﬁmwdy&mdmgges&mﬁmﬁheahﬁmd we&'&mswvmcs The 1ssuc of health and
environmental impacts of chemicals is essentiaily a pubfic | heaith issue and as no data has been gathered
in an effort to estimate the chemicals involved, the diseases they cause, the numbers injured, and the
social cost of chemicals, this review is timely. I.am aware that there is a clinical review of Multiple
Chemical SensitivityMCS) Wmﬁyunzkrwaybyﬁﬁﬂﬁ%ce of Chemvical Safety and there is some
cross-over between the two reviews.

| NIENAS needs to recognise that chemical exposure and any resultant chemical sensitisation is not
imnited to thie Gocapational environment. '{a—n{cmm’es also take place 6l home, the school, the-

' outdoor environment, recreationaf pursuits and from personal care prodicts, food and pharmaceuticals.

For the majority of those people, solvents, pesticides, fragrances, sulphur dioxide in food and medicine

and pther medical treatments, represent the most common source of exposure. Many products brought

o the home car be full of ermful chemicals,

While the basic International Human Right to Health is understood, It has never been legislated and
therefore is not enforceable by lawe. This needs to be rectified as a priorify and complimentéd by the
siraiegiey inthe Workl Health Orgaisation Burgskuk Claater for Healih Promotion. Bpevid wtienion
now needs to be paid to chemical regulation and’ legislation to ensure a high level of protection tfom
harm

Icommend MICNAS for the review and prepose the following recommendations.

As'health is a major determinant of socioeconomic and polifical development the Right to Health must
be enshrined in legislation and enforceable by Law. This law must be accompanied by the adaption of
the Bangkek Chaster for Health Premetion making health 2 core responsibility for all government and to-
ensure environmentally sustainable chemical products

Legislation must be enacted to empower NICNAS to ban, phase-out, restrict and acquire information



about chemicals and products from manufacturers. Manufacturers who are not forthcoming with new
safaty date or information about adverse-heelth and environmentsl impacts of their chemicals/products
shoed be Ruble R:rhaﬁy*mm}nesm't}mrpswﬂctsmwul frop five mmarket

Priofity chenical review for chemiicals should'be for known human allergens, sensifisers, neurotoxins
carcinogens,-mutagens and reproductive substances; lipid soluble and found to build up in the
environment and biclogical Suids ef humans; substances such as- synthetic musk compounds-that can-
dunmage detoxification provesses.

A time frame must be set for revxew-of all chernicals on the marketplace.

-Chemicals pelicy-and programs must-be-proactive net reactive. MICNAS must-bave the legislative
power to engage in random tests as part of their enforcement. policies with resuifs made public.
Downstream users of chemicals must be identified an registered. NICNAS must be able to track
_chemlcal.xmge and disposal and engage with industry and the commumity for effective regulation and

mg:siate the polhuter pays principie. The private sector has a responsibitity to tessen heaith and
environmental impacts. Manufacturers must take responsibility for their chemical _preducts They must
be responsible for any c-lm upsithat are teduired, takehack products and dispose of them

. respansibibty. - Ma arors must be sblcto-do a-chemical gudit-of their products at @il imes,
Austratia must be able to make use of the powers of the WTO to restrict the marketing or use of
dangerous substances or products containing them from being imported into Australia. We also must
prohibit production of the same chemicals here

According to the ACCC products shouid be safe. As most chemicals do nothaveadequatemto
support safety, the onus of safety should be corporate rwponsibiitty “The onus should never be on
consumers to.prove harm. Proper. labelling. of products is essential as these can be hidden sources of
sghesnical exposure which can cause haam(im!:.;dmgmed;ca. emergencies) this T know from personal
experience, ‘All’ ingredients must be fisted on the iabel in descending order of toxicity. Non- English
speaking people must be able to access information about ingredients in terms and language they
-understand.-Consumers must have access to full information,-especially when there is a need to know.

“Legistated Community Right t0 Know must replace commercia wnnucnmrywhmhaﬁm hidden
sources of chemicals. Commercial secrets are unacceptable to consumers- especially those ‘at risk”
populations, Legiglative proteches is.essential 1o allowrat risk groups to avoid unwanted exposures and
udﬁaehem“&mm' t is reprehensible for products tocomamh;ddaimgrwﬁﬂsﬂastmm
human heatth and in some cases kiit. 5

ss to information about chemicals
“used in public buildings or pMeducts purchased, Cur—erﬁ?y & cotistirer has'no right to know which
che:mcais have been used e.g. name of chemicais used in recent pesticide treatment. Detaifs of the names
“of productsfchemlcals must be available to consumers on a need to know basis and MCDS readily
available e g. pesticide sensitive individual. T can tell you Coles mpcrmm*kets use three p&tmdes the
first week of every morih. rwmlhavezﬂed tegettheaﬁwpmamup wheﬁihesepaﬁmdes
are use to 1o ava:}". NILNAS shouid make this an pnonty

© o« New chemcals leglslmgn should take o accw rnt w ey

¢ ﬂg,!s!atlm Far cbmc.e!sshmﬂdmdud&manmﬂngs,lﬂw smxsmangreduatsmmt bemaaéatary
especiaily for the built eavironment. This should include building producis, furnishings, soft fusnishings,
cleaning pro&ucts and personai care products. Strong ﬁ'agrances can add significantly to VOC levels
indoors. As a priority; an investigation needs to be held into the tomcxtv of fragrances and problems
associated with fragrance exposuré in the commumty Fr: ces are mixtires of cbemmals, ‘mostly
solvenis. They can coniain known human allergens, bcnsﬂmng agents, carcinogens, neurooxins,
endocrine disruptors. Urgent legislation essential to ensure that the strength of the cdours/tumes an the
life of the fragrance is reduced. Fragrances should not be discernable any more than one meter away.

from the wearer or point of application &.g. detergents, dlmm%*ﬂ tants, laundry products etc and'should
degrade in a short space of time.

The use of fragrances in permna] care prnducrs is m" coticern a the chemistry is not well undefstnqd and
such products are usually applied to the skin several times day. They represent 2 major health threat, the
effects of these on risk groups, in particular the foetus, infarits, children and adolescents needs to be
ascertained. Children’s products must be screened for sensitisers, neurotoxins, lipophilic substances,



CMRs,. PBTs, and chemicals - such as synthetic. musk oomnmmds that ‘damage detoxification
mechsnisms Adolescents in the workplace also require speaml protection from exposures. I believe that
everyone needs (o be afforded a higher level of protection from chemical exposures. The new regulaiory
structure for chemicals must address the issues for pregnant woman, children, those with allergy,
respiratory disease and those people who are ‘already poisoned from: chemicals (MCS). Some data
urgently needs to'be gau‘ﬂedtoﬂﬂtabhshabasehne"“m spw.a.neeuas areference.
Public education about the hazards of chemical exposure and the heaith problems that can_ arise is
urgently needed. High proﬁie media campaigns such as “quit’ need to be initiated. Educational material
should be aimed at encouraging individuals to recognise adverse reactions as they occur and to reduce
their usage of chemicals in faver of less toxic.options.

Consultation with relevant bodies, professional. organisations, conmmmty groups; and the MCS sufferers
s renmred 1o produce: ‘appropriate information sheets n- MCS. T'said it in the 1990°s and I have to'say it
] f.h.s"ﬂ“.aathwpmmmyiﬁ'enme BUT,
.Someef’r‘orrncec’(stobemauemresearcnzhcnﬂzrangeofdwsesdmaremggeredorcwsedny
chemical exposures, and the cost of these to the community in terms of health, allied care and other
welfare services. Onlty in this context can we nndererand the full impact of chemical disease. Some
individuals will bc bom alrcady damiaged by chemical cxposurc-and will cxpericace cfadlc to grave
disability and il health.

After 22 years with this multiple chemical sensmwty I have forgotten what it is like to feel well, I have
forgotten what a social lifc is, considering that 1 used to dine and dance out three or four times a week,
eat anything and go where ever T wanted to. There is nowhere for the people with MCS to go without

~ great risk. T hope for my grandchildren the regulations suggested on these and other pages sent by
ather people will be law.

Thank you for the opportunity to input the review
Yours sincerely
Corinne Buckiey
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